
 

Don’t freak out when you see how long this list is! Remember, this list is intended to walk through almost 

every possible part of planning a wedding. Some things may not apply to you or your wedding. Some things 

may turn up more than once. They will appear first to get you planning, second to book/reserve/create the 

item and finally near the end to be sure everything is finalized.  

This checklist will help you establish the things you want, as well as those you don’t! If you see something you 

don’t need/want to do… just check it off the list and you’re already on your way! 

Remember: your wedding day should be fun and enjoyable for everyone. If you start to freak out, take a break 

and come back to the planning a little later. Don’t hesitate to ask for help from others when you need it! 

12 Months Before the Wedding (the Planning phase) 

 Start gathering inspiration by collecting photos of dresses, color palettes, and themes that you like.  

  Sit down with your partner and figure out general vision for wedding. Start with seasons (spring, winter or 

autumn wedding, perhaps?) And consider general ideas: Outdoors? Silly? Formal? You don’t need a theme, but it 

can help to have a vision. 

 Envision the overall theme/feel of your wedding. For example, will you have a destination beach wedding or a 

rustic vineyard wedding? Sophisticated city wedding or a vintage diy-inspired wedding? The possibilities are 

endless! 

  Start a notebook, file folder, or bulletin board to house all your wedding-planning paperwork in one place. Also, 

investigate online tools like Google Docs and Pinterest to help you with digital organization. 

 Get your engagement ring appraised and insured.  

 Draft a preliminary guest list (See the guest list worksheet on our blog!) to get an estimate of the number of 

guests at your wedding. Request lists from both sets of parents in addition to your own guests. Begin gathering 

addresses & phone numbers for all your guests.  

 Figure out a general time frame for your wedding date.  

 Set a budget for your wedding and figure out who is contributing. 

 Decide if you are going to hire a wedding planner, if so then this is a good time to start interviewing planners. 

 Start looking for ceremony and reception sites that suit your style. Will they accommodate your guest list? 

 It's never too early to look for your wedding dress! 

 Plan an engagement party to celebrate your upcoming nuptials with your friends and family. 



 Choose your bridesmaids and groomsmen.  Use our Lovely “Will you be my Bridesmaid?” cards to request their 

participation in your wedding day. 

 Start looking for caterers that fit your style and budget. 

 Start looking for your officiant. 

 Narrow down your choice of color scheme.  

 After browsing photos of wedding dresses and deciding what you want, try on some styles at local bridal shops. 

 Start contacting photographers for rates. 

 Start contacting videographers for rates. 

10 Months Before (nailing all the critical items down) 

 Book the location of your ceremony. 

 Book your reception location. 

 Book your wedding planner if you decided to have one. 

 Take engagement photos to be displayed in your wedding website, newspaper announcements, and at the 

wedding.  

 Announce your engagement with a stylish wedding website. 

 Book your caterer. 

 Sign up for premarital counseling, either for religious requirements or because it's never too early to build the 

foundation of a happy marriage! 

 Book officiant. 

 Narrow down your gown choices to your favorites. Then bring in help (family, friends, bridesmaids) to make the 

final decision. 

 Start looking at honeymoon spots.  

 Book a band or DJ for the reception. 

 Contact and interview florists in your area. 

 Decide whether you'd like to add any special touches to your ceremony and reception that might require a rental 

company or lighting designer. 

 How do you want to wear your hair on your big day? Contact local makeup and hair artists for rates. It might 

also be a good idea to schedule a makeup and hair trial to evaluate their work first-hand. 

 Inform bridesmaids whether or not you will be paying for any of their expenses such as dresses, hair, makeup, 

shoes, or jewelry. 

 Order your wedding dress. 

 Book your photographer. Make sure you keep track of all your contracts and get everything you want in writing. 

 Order your veil. Make sure to take a picture of your dress with you when picking out your veil. 

 Book your makeup and hair artists. The best artists book many months in advance! 

 Book your videographer.  

 Book florist. Make sure to receive a cost estimate in writing ahead of time. 

 Book lighting company, if needed. 

 Book any ceremony musicians and send deposit, or if you’re going the iPod route, start considering playlists. 

8 Months Before (The Preparation Phase) 

If you are going to purchase/DIY any of the following items begin the selection/creation process: 

 Purchase/select/create your wedding monogram 
 Purchase,Handfasting Ribbons, Sand Ceremony, Unity Candles or other ceremony necessities 
 Card Box/Birdcage 
 Swatch Deck and samples of stationary (so you can plan your invites and other paper goods) 
 Custom Postage with your Monogram 
 Painted "I Do" letters, “LOVE” letters or other cake table décor 
 Cake Stand and Serving Set 

https://www.etsy.com/listing/106059469/will-you-be-my-bridesmaid-wedding-card
http://www.etsy.com/shop/WeddingMonograms?section_id=6469761


 Buy favor pillow boxes, bags, favor tags etc. 
 Purchase materials for aisle runner 
 Purchase materials for ceremony programs 
 Make Veil 
 Add Bling to Bridal Shoes 
 Design Wedding Map 
 Buy honeymoon lingerie 
 Create cootie catchers, Crossword puzzles or other entertainment for your guests during the reception 
 Buy “bride” hoodie/t-shirt & get embroidered 
 Create guestbook book poem/sign 
 "cards" sign for birdcage or box 
 Wedding reception signs (Candy Buffet, Direction Signs, “In Loving Memory” etc.) 
 Select and order your save-the-dates. Make sure to include your wedding website on the save the date to politely 

convey travel, lodging, and registry information.  
 Work on invitation wording and design 
 Start looking at wedding invitations. Consider invitation themes and printing type that appeal to the style of 

your wedding. Decide if you would like a custom design or prefer a stock design. 

 Start shopping for bridesmaids dresses. 

 Start looking into ceremony musicians. For inexpensive talented musicians, consider students from local 

universities. 

 Reserve a block of rooms at hotels for our of town guests. Try to look for hotels that offer free transportation to 

and from the airport. 

 Communicate with your maid of honor and best man to let them know what you expect from them. 

 Register for gifts. 

6 Months Before (The Preparation Phase) 

 Send save-the-dates to your guests. 

 Start envisioning your ceremony and reception decor. 

 Book ceremony musicians. 

 Select bridesmaids dresses. 

 Get your bridesmaids' measurements and order the dresses, or inform your bridesmaids the dress you've 

selected so they can order the dresses themselves. 

 Finalize the guest list for your wedding.  

 Book a location for your rehearsal dinner. 

 Reserve the day-after brunch location. Decide if you will be inviting the bridal party and family or all out of town 

guests. 

 Decide on the honeymoon location and dates. Be aware of the hurricane season in the Caribbean or other 

troublesome travel dates. 

 Create out of town baskets or bathroom baskets for your guests/reception 

5 Months Before (getting there!!) 

 Schedule a rehearsal for your ceremony. 

 Start researching and planning out activities for your honeymoon. 

 Decide whether or not you want to take boudoir pictures as a gift to your husband on your wedding day. 

 Finalize invitation wording. 

 Order wedding invitations. 

 Order maps to be included with your wedding invitation.  

 Order matching thank-you notes. 

 Book a calligrapher to address the outer envelopes. 

 If you are going on an international honeymoon, apply for or renew your passport 

 Decide on the style of formal wear for your groom and groomsmen. Purchase or place the rental order. 

 After looking at photos of flower girl dresses and ring bearer outfits, place an order for children's attire. 

http://www.etsy.com/shop/WeddingMonograms?section_id=11271467
https://www.etsy.com/listing/96163858/custom-wedding-map-printable-digital
http://www.etsy.com/shop/WeddingMonograms?section_id=6245213
http://www.etsy.com/shop/WeddingMonograms?section_id=6245213
http://www.etsy.com/shop/WeddingMonograms?section_id=11331512


 Envision what your wedding cake will look like by browsing cake photos. 

 Schedule interviews and tastings with independent cake vendors. 

 Book your cake vendor. 

 Shop for gifts for the wedding party. Personalized items may require two months of lead time for 

personalization or special orders. 

 Book a hotel room for the wedding night. 

 Compile guest lists for your bridal shower and bachelorette party. Give these lists to the maid of honor or family 

member that is throwing your showers. 

 Arrange transportation for the bridal party for the day of the wedding. 

 If needed, arrange the shuttle transportation for your guests on the day of the wedding. 

 Research marriage license requirements where your ceremony will take place. Get the necessary documents, get 

tests done if necessary, and figure out the best time to apply for your marriage license. 

 Gather photos of what your floral decor will look like. Keep in mind what flowers will be in season during your 

wedding. Be sure to contact your florist and provide them with any information they may need. 

 Order tables, chairs, and other equipment you might need for the reception. 

 Book your honeymoon flights and finalize your honeymoon arrangements if you have not already done so. 

 Decide if you will be offering child care at the wedding ceremony/reception and book a child care provider. 

 

Flowers Checklist 
 Bride Bouquet 

 Maid of Honor Bouquet 

 Tossing Bouquet 

 Bridesmaid Bouquets 

 Groom Boutonniere 

 Best Man Boutonniere 

 Groomsmen Boutonnieres 

 Boutonnieres for Fathers/Grandfathers & Special Guests  

 Corsages for Grandmothers, Aunts & Special Guests 

 Pew Bows 

 Arrangements for Ceremony Entrance  

 Guestbook Table Arrangements 

 Arrangements for Altar 

 Archway/Chuppuh Florals 

 Aisle Runner/Florals 

 Flower Girl/Bridesmaid Headpieces 

 Reception Table Centerpieces  

 Fresh flowers for Cake 

 Cake Table Flowers 

 Escort Table Decorations 

 Buffet Table Decorations 

 Loose Flower Petals for Flower Girl Baskets 

 Rehearsal Dinner Centerpieces   



 Other Decorations at Rehearsal Dinner   

 Thank You Bouquet for Bride's Parents   

 Thank You Bouquet for Groom's Parents   

 Arrangements for Out-of-town Guests   

Stationary 
 Engagement Announcements 

 Save the Dates 

 Wedding Invitations 

 RSVP Cards 

 Wedding Map 

 Direction Cards 

 Reception Cards 

 Calligraphy 

 Table Numbers 

 Place Cards  

 Seating Chart 

 Monogrammed Couple’s  Stationary 

 Wax Seals/Stickers 

 Wedding Programs 

 Thank You Cards 

 “Will you be my Bridesmaid?” Cards 

 Menu Cards 

 Favor Tags 

 Photo Booth Sign 

 Candy Buffet Sign 

 Directional Signs 

 

Reception Checklist 

 Purchase any alcohol & mix for the reception (unless your caterer is providing!) 

 Engagement photo framed for display or guest signing 

 Bathroom baskets 

4 Months Before (A little closer!) 

 Meet with the officiant to plan the ceremony. 

 Finalize the menu for your wedding and rehearsal dinner. 

 Buy wedding rings. Order engraving if necessary. 



 Choose and order any special reception tabletop rentals such as table linens, napkins, chargers, glassware, 

dishes, and silverware. 

 Order a groom's cake, if needed. 

 Pick up your wedding invitations. 

 Make sure all your bridesmaids have ordered their bridesmaids dress, and that the dresses will arrive in time. 

 Double check that the groom and groomsmen tuxedo rentals orders have been placed, and that all 

measurements have been taken by the rental place. 

 Select bridesmaids accessories, including shoes and jewelry. Purchase the accessories as a bridesmaids gift, or 

have your maid of honor pass along the information. 

 Order your Garter 

 Order your Toasting Flutes 

 Order Bubbles, Sparklers, Confetti, Birdseed, Waving Wands or other “send off” items. 

 Develop and review your record-keeping system for payments made to vendors 

 Consider writing a will and/or prenuptial agreement  

 Get blood test and fulfill any marriage license requirements 

 Figure out where you’re sleeping on your wedding night, and make reservations if necessary. 

 Check requirements to change your name and address on your driver's license, social security card, insurance 

policies, subscriptions, bank accounts, etc. 

 Decide if you will have a Photo Booth at your wedding and make the appropriate arrangements 

3 Months  Before (Even Closer!) 

 Check your wedding registry to make sure enough gifts remain. (Unless you’ve already been registry stalking!!) 

 Order or make your wedding favors. 

 Confirm the delivery of your wedding gown and make an appointment with a seamstress for your first dress 

fitting. 

 Buy any special undergarments for your wedding gown to bring to your first fitting. 

 Address your invitation envelopes, or have your calligrapher address the envelopes. 

 Buy accessories for the groom, such as a tie, cuff links, socks, or shoes. 

 Select or design your marriage contract, if required by your religion. 

 Decide if you want unique ceremony and reception decor, such as an aisle runner, light monogram on the dance 

floor, or chuppah. 

 Weigh one complete, stuffed invitation at the post office to determine the correct postage. 

 Talk to your maid of honor and best man about your bridal shower and bachelor/ette parties. Provide them with 

a guest list and contact information. 

 Buy gifts for anyone hosting showers or bachelor/ette parties. 

 Order Ring Bearer Pillow & Flower Girl Basket 

 Find "Something old, something new, something borrowed something blue, and a six pence (or shiny penny) for 

your shoe." 

 Start addressing invitations — aim to send them out at the two-month mark. 

 Work on vows, particularly if you’re writing your own. 

6-8 Weeks Before (Yikes!!) 

 Mail wedding invitations. 

 Make arrangements for insurance as a married couple, including health, auto, home, and life insurance. (Give a 

little cheer when you realize most of your premiums will be cheaper now that your married! Yay!) 

 If you are writing your own vows, it is a good time to start thinking about what you want to say. 

 Start choosing your reception songs and create a must-play and do-not-play list. ProjectWedding.com has a nice 

selection and their forums are full of tips! 

 Choose your first dance song and other special songs. 

 Sign up for dance lessons. 



 Start a beauty regimen to get you looking and feeling great on your big day. 

 Finalize the time, location, guest lists, and invitations for the rehearsal dinner and day-after brunch. 

 If applicable, invite close friends and family to do a special reading or perform a piece of music during your 

ceremony. 

 Send rehearsal dinner and day-after brunch invitations, if separate from the wedding invitations. 

 Create or order decorative table numbers for your reception. 

 Plan gift baskets for Out of town guests. 

 Buy your wedding shoes, veil, headpiece, and/or jewelry. Consider ballroom dance shoes for a stylish yet 

comfortable alternative. Bring them to your first gown fitting. 

 Check and update your registry. 

 Buy rehearsal day/dinner outfit 

 Buy outfit for your bachelor/ette party 

 Whiten teeth – Crest Whitestrips are almost as effective as a trip to the dentist! 

 Tan 

 Make the wedding party has purchased their outfits and accessories. 

 Order “Thank You” cards for use after your Bridal Shower 

 Order your Cake Topper 

4 Weeks Before (are you freaking out yet?!)  

 The deadline for RSVPs should be one month before the wedding. After this, contact the guests who have not yet 

replied. (Ask your bridesmaids or fiancée for help if there are a lot). 

 Send your wedding announcement to newspapers. 

 Design and print the ceremony programs if you are having one. 

 Keep track of RSVPs to all events. 

 Create a schedule of events for the wedding weekend. Update your free wedding website with these events to 

keep your guests informed. 

 Attend your bridal shower. Write thank-you notes for gifts within two weeks of the shower. You’ll be glad you 

got these finished up before the wedding!! 

 Arrange the parking situation for the reception (valet, validations, etc.) 

 Schedule a makeup and hair trial. 

 If applicable, arrange for childcare during the reception or prepare some kid-friendly activities. 

 Buy gifts for your bridesmaids and groomsmen. 

 Create a list of must-take photos for your photographer. 

 Create a must-take list for your videographer. 

 Finalize the songs for your first dance, father-daughter dance, cake cutting, and other special dances. 

Incorporate these songs in a must-play and do-not-play list and send to your DJ and coordinator. 

 Buy or make a guest book. Consider using a framed engagement photo with a large mat for signing. 

 Finalize your vows, ceremony readings, and ceremony music list. Make sure to send this information to your 

coordinator, officiant, and musicians. 

 Keep track of your registry and add or update items accordingly.  Its helpful to record the gifts that you get so 

you can send thoughtful thank-you notes after the wedding. 

 Finalize the liquor, wine, and champagne arrangements with your caterer or with an outside vendor. 

 Take wedding rings to a jeweler to have them engraved.  

 Buy a garter if you plan to do a garter toss. If you would like to keep your garter as a memento, buy an extra 

garter for the toss. 

 Make a list of ceremony and reception items that you will be bringing to the reception. 

3 Weeks Before (the last big push!) 

 Get your marriage license. Make sure that it is valid on your wedding day. 

 Get the official documents if you are changing your name. 

http://www.etsy.com/shop/WeddingMonograms?section_id=7297452


 Book your final pre-wedding beauty appointments: haircut, coloring, mani/pedi. 

 Find your something old, new, borrowed, and blue. 

 Order menus for the reception. 

 Make sure to have all the necessary items for your ceremony: unity candle, glass for breaking, sand for a sand 

ceremony, etc. 

 Get a head start on thank-you notes before the wedding. 

 Make a shopping/packing list for anything you need for your honeymoon. 

 Finalize and create an itinerary of your honeymoon. Give a copy to a trusted friend or family member. 

 Create a wedding day timeline. Send this to your coordinator, musicians, DJ, caterer, photographer, 

videographer, florist, cake maker, officiant, transportation, and any other vendors that might need this 

information. Send this to your family members (who are in the wedding) and to the bridal party too! This will 

save you from any chaos on the big day! 

 Have your final dress fitting. Don't forget to bring your shoes, veil, jewelry, and accessories! 

 Meet with your officiant to finalize all the ceremony timing, readings, and details. 

 Create an important phone numbers list of all vendors and give it to a trusted friend and/or your wedding 

coordinator.  

 Start putting together a seating chart for the reception. Ask your parents for their input. This can be stressful 

and time consuming so  start early, plan ahead and break it into small chunks over a few days so you don’t go 

crazy!  

 Give your caterer a final head count, seating chart, confirm the menu, and finalize any special setup instructions. 

 Order your place cards and table numbers 

 Meet with your cake baker to confirm the cake design, size, flavors, and delivery time and location of your cake 

 Determine the order of your receiving line, if you have one at the reception or ceremony. 

 Give a copy of the seating chart to a trusted family member or friend and have him/her direct guests at the 

reception. 

 Ask a friend or cousin to accept gifts at the reception. Don't forget to indicate what to do with those gifts when 

the night is over. 

 Arrange for someone to bring accessories, such as flower basket, ring pillow, guest book and pen, toasting 

glasses, cake-cutting knife, and napkins to the ceremony and reception. 

 Give your list of ceremony and reception decor to a friend or family member and ask them to ensure all these 

items are retrieved and stored for you after the wedding.  

 Have a final meeting with your florist to go over the final order, payment, schedule, and delivery details. 

 Update your wedding website and map with the latest details of your wedding. Your guests will love you for it! 

 Finalize the seating chart. 

2 Weeks Before (The Home Stretch!) 

 Walk around the house in your wedding shoes for a few minutes per day to break them in. If your feet are sore 

after just a few minutes be sure to search for a pair of comfy shoes you can wear during the reception! 

 At your makeup and hair trial, remember to bring your headpiece, veil, and jewelry to make sure you love your 

entire look. 

 Attend your bachelor/ette party and have a great time! 

 Write toasts for the rehearsal dinner and reception. 

 If you do not have a coordinator, appoint a trusted friend who is not in the wedding to be the point of contact for 

all your vendors. Give your friend the vendor's tips in marked envelopes to be handed out at the end of your 

wedding day. 

 Confirm wedding day directions, schedules, and payment with all your vendors (photographer, videographer, 

florist, cake, caterer, transportation, dj, musicians, officiant, coordinator, makeup and hair, etc.) 

 Pick up your wedding dress.  

 Wrap gifts for your future spouse, parents, bridesmaids, and groomsmen. 

 Finalize seating cards, place cards, and table numbers. Store these in a convenient and prominent place so they 

can be found quickly on the Big Day. 

http://www.etsy.com/shop/WeddingMonograms?section_id=7155916


 Order Wedding Announcements 

 Tally up special meal requests: veggie & children meals 

 Buy your favors 

 Wrap & tag your favors 

 Check on blocked guest rooms for your out-of- towners 

 Purchase and assemble guest room baskets and arrange for dropoff/delivery. 

 Arrange tours or activities for out-of- towners 

 Arrange for kennel services for your kitty or pooch  

 Designate someone to collect the wedding gifts (and any cash) brought to the party. 

Put together a wedding day “Emergency Kit” and place it with your wedding dress so it can’t be forgotten. 

 Small Tote Bag (to hold everything) 
 Flash Drive with Copies of your 

Ceremony/reception 
music/timelines/wording/vows etc. 

 Spare Undergarments 
 A Lighter (or matches) 
 Asprin 
 Antiacids 
 Benadryl 
 Tide Stain Remover Pen 
 Shout Wipes 
 First Aid Kit 
 Bobby Pins, Hair Ties etc 
 Comb 
 Hairbrush 
 Curling Iron 
 Hair Dryer 
 Sunscreen 
 Super Glue 
 Scissors 
 Sewing Kit 
 Mints  
 Mouthwash 

 Wet Wipes 
 Red Bull 
 Snacks/Maybe prepare a nice 

fruit, cheese and cracker tray 
the night before, not just for 
yourself, but for your 
attendants too. It would also be 
nice to have one available for 
the groom and groomsmen. 
The one thing that people 
always forget to do is eat, so 
finger snacks are probably 
more practical 

 Extra makeup.  
 Hand mirror  
 Static Guard 
 Tampons/Pads/Panty liners 
 Nail Polish and a Nail File 
 Safety Pins 
 Masking Tape 
 Stapler  
 Kleenex 
 Deodorant 
 Hand cream 

 

1 Week Before (There are a ton of last-minute details so get a head start on these if you can! Once 

these are done you’ll be able to relax and enjoy your wedding festivities!) 

 Leave a copy of your honeymoon schedule with your friends and family. 

 Have a follow-up meeting or phone call with the officiant to go over ceremony timing and details. 

 Have a pre-wedding facial. 

 Whiten your teeth 

 Work on your pre-wedding tan 

 Bring all the reception and ceremony items to the appropriate venue of person: guest book, place cards, menus, 

cake knife, toasting glasses, seating cards, programs, etc. 

 Check your registry to ensure you have enough gifts in different price ranges. 

 Put your mail on hold at the post office while you are on your honeymoon. Have a neighbor check on your house 

or pick up packages that show up on your doorstep. 

 Pack for your wedding night and honeymoon. Don't forget to put together a wedding day emergency kit! 

 Attend your pre-wedding beauty appointments: hair color, eyebrow waxing or threading, etc. 

 If you haven’t already, send a copy of your wedding schedule and other day-of information to your entire 

wedding party. 



 Grooms should get their final pre-wedding haircut. Make sure you don't wait too long so that the haircut has 

time to even out before the wedding. 

 Check the weather for your wedding day. Make sure you buy large umbrellas for you and your wedding party if 

rain is expected. 

 Reconfirm the schedule, location, and headcount with all your vendors and wedding party if anything has 

changed. 

 Practice your wedding vows. 

 Address Wedding Announcements & prepare for mailing. 

 Give your wedding announcement to your maid of honor or best man to be mailed the day of the wedding. 

 Call/e-mail your vendors to verify everything is set. 

 Gather everything you will need for the rehearsal and wedding day and place them all in one location for easy 

retrieval later. 

 Double-check this ultimate checklist. Did you forget anything? 

 Plan bridesmaids luncheon or day out 

 Confirm rehearsal arrangements with vendors and attendees 

 Wrap gifts for bridal party, parents and others 

 Create your “Day of” Timeline 

 

Things to Bring to the Rehearsal (Gather these items and place them somewhere convenient for retrieval later)  

 Parents of the Bride & Groom gifts (if not already given) 

 Wedding announcements (maid of honor to mail after wedding) 

 Bridesmaids' gifts (if not already given) 

 Groom's gift (if not already given) 

 Reception maps  

 Rehearsal information and ceremony formations 

 Seating diagrams  

 Wedding schedule of events/timeline 

 Marriage license (to give to your officient) 

 Ushers' gifts (if not already given) 

 Service providers' fees to give to best man or wedding consultant so s/he can pay them at the wedding 

 Camera and film 

 Bride's gift (if not already given) 

 Bathroom Baskets 

Things to Bring to the Ceremony (Gather these items and place them somewhere convenient for retrieval later)  

 Wedding bands 

 Marriage license 

 Guest book 

 Pen for guest book 

 Cake knife 

 Toasting goblets 

 Announcements 

 Flower Girl Basket 

 Ring Bearer Pillow 

 Hand Fasting Ribbons, Sand Ceremony, Unity Candles etc 

 Printed Copies of Vows 

 Backup copies of Ceremony timelines, backup CD of music etc. 

 Wedding programs 



Things to Bring for the Bride (Gather these items and place them somewhere convenient for retrieval later)  

 Wedding gown 

 Lingerie: bra, panties, garter 

 Wedding Day Shoes 

 Head Piece and Veil 

 2 pair of pantyhose 

 Crinoline or slip 

 Jewelry: earrings, necklace, bracelet 

 Purse 

 Something old, new, borrowed, blue 

 A pair of comfortable shoes for when your feet are sore & blistered 

 Makeup bag 

 Perfume 

 Emergency Kit! 

 Ipod/smart phone with music to settle your nerves! 

 “Day of” Timeline 

Things to Bring for the Reception (Gather these items and place them somewhere convenient for retrieval later)  

 Table Numbers 

 Escort Cards 

 Seating Chart 

 Favors 

 Toss Garter 

 Backup copies of Reception timelines, backup CD of music etc. 

 Toasting Flutes 

 Cake Server Set 

 Card Box/Bird Cage 

 Menu Cards 

The Day Before 

 Review list of things to bring to the ceremony and reception (pack them in your car before leaving!) 

 Pick up rental tuxes.  

 Give the groom's ring to the maid of honor  

 Give the bride's ring to the best man 

 Get your manicure and pedicure.  

 Get a massage. 

 RELAX! 

 Attend your ceremony rehearsal. 

 At the rehearsal dinner, give thank-you gifts to your parents, bridesmaids, and groomsmen. 

 Enjoy the rehearsal dinner. 

 Give the tips envelopes to your coordinator or a trusted friend. 

 Go to sleep early! (double check that your alarm is set for the morning!) 

Your Wedding Day 

 Follow your “Day of” Timeline. 

 Don’t be a “Zilla”!  If things feel out of control... calmly ask your bridesmaids or family for help to get things back 

on schedule. Delegate any last minute tasks to your “wedding team” and things will be just fine. 

 Don’t sweat the small stuff! Some little things won’t go as planned or may be left out ... but it’s ok! 



 Remember to Eat Breakfast! (You might be too busy later to eat that yummy food at your reception!) 

 Breathe! 

 Take a few moments to interact with your bridesmaids.  Save some memories. Snap a few photos and post about 

your excitement on Facebook via your smart phone. You’ll be glad you did! 

 Congratulations and enjoy your wedding day! 

After the Wedding 

 Thank your parents, friends, and wedding party for being a part of your special day. 

 Post a Facebook or Twitter message: Thank your guests for coming and ask them to upload wedding pics 

straight onto your wedding website.  

 Enjoy your honeymoon!  

(assign the next few tasks to a family member or trusted friend) 

 Store your wedding gifts in a safe place. 

 Return rental tuxedos.  

 Freeze the top layer of your cake. 

 Send your bouquet to be preserved.  

 Have your gown cleaned and preserved. 

A few Weeks After 

 Give your videographer a list of songs to include (and exclude) in your wedding video. 

 Make sure all vendors have been paid. 

 Begin writing thank-you notes for all the lovely wedding gifts you received. 

 Help other brides through the wedding planning by writing reviews of your wedding vendors. 

 Read this article for advice and tips on changing your last name, if applicable. 

 Consider buying out the rest of your registry. Registry providers often offer the remaining gifts at a large 

discount! 

 Consider selling your wedding materials to other brides in the online community. 

 Check in with your photographer to see when the professional proofs will be ready. 

 Contact your videographer to see when your wedding video will be ready. 

 Consider whether or not you want to have a trash the dress photo shoot. 


